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Schooled in the art and traditions of
Bluegrass

Bluegrass sprouts in the schools

By Dan Nailen
The Salt Lake Tribune
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Ron Spears was a West High School
student playing electric guitar when
the bluegrass bug bit him.

It was Flatt & Scruggs' theme from
"The Beverly Hillbillies" that first
caught his ear, along with the
"Dueling Banjos" on the
"Deliverance" soundtrack, the
"Hee-Haw" television show and
banjo player John Hartford's regular
appearances on "The Glen Campbell
Show."

"l was playing heavy-metal guitar
for a number of years, and | just
found [bluegrass] to be really refreshing and cool,"” said Spears, now
52, a full-time touring member of bluegrass band The Special
Consensus.

Members of the bluegrass band
The Special Consensus - Greg
Cahill, left, Justin Carbone, Ron
Spears and Tres Nugent - will
give a workshop at Judge
Memorial High School Tuesday
and a concert Tuesday evening.
(Mark Montgomery)
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There was just one problem for a kid wanting to learn how to play
traditional acoustic and bluegrass music in Salt Lake City.

"l didn't have anyone to teach me. It was pretty hard to find anybody
who was into that [music]," said Spears, who taught himself banjo by
playing vinyl records at half-speed, over and over again. "You'd wear
out your records trying to figure out what was going on."

In 2006, aspiring bluegrass musicians have a few more options than
Spears did.

The International Bluegrass Music Association, a Nashville-based
organization with members in all 50 states and 30 countries, developed
Bluegrass in the Schools, which includes teacher workshops, matching
grants for school districts to attract bluegrass artists, lesson plans, and a
DVD "Discover Bluegrass: Exploring American Roots Music,"”
targeted at children between 8 and 13 years old and costing educators
only $3.
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